The Temple of Kriya Seminary Requirements

The purpose of the Temple of Kriya Seminary is to ordain Swamis (yogic priests) who are dedicated to the service of all Life. The requirements outlined in this document reference the external activities that are needed to complete the Seminary program, and include both academic studies and personal sadhana practice.

Over and above these requirements, there is one which is essential to ordination.  Each Seminarian must demonstrate his or her spiritual maturity and readiness to assume responsibility for serving Life. The determination of that readiness is assessed over the course of the program and in a final exam with Goswami Kriyananda prior to ordination.

Personal Sadhana Practice

Each Seminarian is required to follow the Personal Sadhana Program included as part of the course requirements. This portion of your studies lays the spiritual foundation for the life of the priesthood. It is through daily sadhana that you will develop self discipline, establish a yogic lifestyle, and develop a strong meditation and prayer practice.  

Academic Studies

The academic portion of the Seminary program has been designed to provide you a foundation in the esoteric and mystical traditions of the East which you will need in order to assist those you will be serving through your priesthood.  The material is to be learned and assimilated into your life.  It is taught in an order which builds upon itself in a manner that enables you to immediately utilize what you are learning.  Your success in the Seminary will be contingent upon your ability to apply the material you are learning to your daily life. 

The Seminary is a self paced program, but Seminarians must complete all academic work, including the final research paper and final oral exams, within two and a half years.  Students who do not complete the work in two and a half years may be withdrawn from the program, and, should they subsequently wish to seek ordination, may be required to resume their studies from the beginning.

Seminary work is submitted online through the Temple’s online learning portal, Edu 2.0. The program is broken up into small increments for greater ease of study. Although the program is self paced, in order to progress through the Seminary in the required time, students need to study on a regular and methodical basis. Students should consistently submit homework as each assignment is done. If you do not turn in any work for 30 days, we will contact you to discuss your progress and methods of study.

Grading

Your Seminary work is reviewed within a week of the time you submit it online, and graded on a complete/pass or incomplete/rework needed basis.  The goal of the Seminary is to provide a framework through which you will establish a solid foundation in the mystical tradition of Kriya Yoga both academically and through your sadhana practice.  Therefore, if your work is not satisfactory you will be asked to go back and restudy material so that you will strengthen your knowledge.  

Teleconference Call Classes

Regularly scheduled one hour teleconference classes are held every four to six weeks throughout the course of your Seminary program. The calls are an opportunity to ask questions related to the Seminary and to share in additional teaching.  The teleconference classes are recorded and will be available for your download after the call. 

Research paper

Each Seminarian is required to complete a research paper on a topic that is relevant to their priesthood and is of primary interest to them. The topic must relate to yogic studies and the mystical traditions of the East. Healing is not an acceptable topic. The topic must be approved by the Seminary committee. Research papers must include insights that demonstrate that you have understood and assimilated the information.  The paper must be of sufficient length to illustrate that you have a comprehensive understanding of the topic you are researching.  They must be typed, double spaced and in term paper format including footnotes and bibliography.


Research Paper Deadlines
1. The topic proposal with a minimum of six potential references is due when you turn in your final Quarter 5 assignment. It should include a brief outline of the concepts you plan to cover.
2.  A detailed outline is due when you turn in your final Quarter 6 assignment.
3.  A rough draft, with introduction, body and conclusion, is due when you turn in your final Quarter 7 assignment.
4.  The final paper is due when you turn in your final Quarter 8 assignment.


Retreat Requirement

Several weekend retreats are held during the course of the program at a retreat center near Chicago. As a Seminarian, you are required to attend one of these spiritually enriching retreats during the course of the program. 

The cost of each retreat is approximately $425, which covers the cost of the retreat center expenses. There is no additional cost for the teaching associated with the retreat. This retreat cost does not include transportation costs, and is not included in the regular Seminary love offering.

Withdrawal

Students have a maximum of two and a half years to complete their eight quarters of Seminary studies, including the research paper and final exams. Students who cannot complete their studies within two and a half years may be withdrawn from the program. If they subsequently wish toseek ordination, they may be required to repeat their studies from the beginning.

All requests for withdrawal from the Seminary must be made in writing. If you need to withdraw, you may be given one year from the date of your written withdrawal to apply for re-entry to the Seminary maintaining academic credit from your previous period of study.  You must apply in writing for re-admission to the Seminary. Conditions for re-admission may include testing to determine at what level studies may be resumed.  If you wish to re-enter the Seminary beyond the one year period after your withdrawal, you must go through the formal application process required of any applicant to the Seminary. 

Limitation on Application for Admission

Application for admission to the Seminary is limited to three times. Any individual who has applied for and withdrawn from the Seminary three times is not considered to be a qualified candidate for the program. 

Refunds

If a student withdraws or is dismissed from the program, any love offerings made for future quarters will be proportionately refunded.

Failure to Meet Seminary Requirements

Repeated failure to respond to communication from the Temple in a timely manner, or failure to complete all academic work in two and a half years, will be considered withdrawal from the program.

Dismissal

A Seminarian may be dismissed from the Seminary for the following reasons: failure to meet academic standards, including chronic failure to complete assignments, failure to meet financial obligations, un-priestly behavior or emotional immaturity.


REQUIREMENTS FOR SEMINARY ORDINATION

Each Seminarian must:

1. Complete all assignments for quarters one through eight and maintain a complete/passing grade for each quarter.  

2. Complete a research paper and receive a complete/passing grade.

3. Be able to demonstrate the basic Hatha Yoga postures established in the Sadhana Practice and sit in a meditative pose. 

4. Demonstrate the ability to teach at least three basic meditation techniques. 

5. Demonstrate an understanding of all assigned study material.

6. Attend one required Seminary retreat.

7. Demonstrate that he/she has followed the Personal Sadhana program.

8. Fulfill all love offering commitments.

9. May be required to meet with the Seminary Committee before ordination for a testing of the material he/she has learned.

10.  Will be required to have a final examination with Goswami Kriyananda who has the sole responsibility for determining if a candidate is ready for ordination.  This examination may be in person or via phone and must occur prior to the weekend of ordination.  In no case will ordination be scheduled without this final exam.

If ordination is declined, the option to re-request ordination will remain open for nine months. The request to be reconsidered for ordination must be made in writing. Students who request ordination after this nine-month period may be subject to additional requirements. Ordinations will be scheduled upon completion of the requirements. 

Note: The Temple of Kriya reserves the right to deny ordination to any candidate whom Goswami Kriyananda does not consider emotionally mature or having priestly character. If denied, the candidate may reapply for ordination after six months.





